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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

him as the-fount ain of all their good. The ſe- 
cond, by a chearfull complyance with higwill in 
the produtt of all his purpoſes. ' The thigd, by 
breathing out continual Hallelmjahs, SonigY of 
praiſe and honour to his glorious Wo as the 
head-ſpring of all their Satvations. By the 
firſt (in the day of thezr ſtraits and darkneſs) 

they are lodg'd m; the arms of ſafety: ; By: the 
ſecond, they do (without reluttancy)-ſet their 


Jeal ta every, pitce''of , Divine pleaſure, mani- 


feſted as glorious., , By the third, ' they do 
lacetheir enlrged Souls-i inthe Mak of. t 
Delrverer. Waiting upon God by pid 
and ſubmiſtion(in the maſt of devouring flames) 
hath been the ſs meſs. of his poox' frghim? people 
in "wy bleeding *Natien for. theſe ten years 
but now. hol (through bus rich grace) 
oy are come forth: glad $16. e white robe 0 
Salvation-, ay for hearts tuned by t 


writ of the moſs. ligh, to fing the Jongg, / 
” why by grving glory, ang 


ths. tin —_ — 
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The Fpiſtle Dedicatory: 


ad thanks to him. that fitreth on the: 


Throne, who liveth for ever andever. i 
which glorious work (the firft fruits of. Eter- 
nity) that you alſo mi2ht have your hearts ele- 
vated to bear a part, is my. ſmple. aym in the 
enſuing Diſeourſe. You are not all ignorant 
whoſe defire brought it to the Pulpit ; neither 
is it Ie known to fome of you whoſe requeſt led 


i tothe Preſs. I would not: that my teducating 


it to you ſhould be interpreted my (unworthy ) 
courting your favour , thereby to procure its 
Patronage ; but my reall and jincere intend- 
ing your profit ; which if it ſhall effett, I ſhall 
efteem my ſelf to have obtain'd my-End. * T he 
| ſerious breathinos of my heart, are, that that 
| fhing ſhadow, that fleating. foundation of true 
reft, that empty 1doll of the blinded world, cal- 
td Popularity, might in none of my atchieve- 
wr bribe, either my judgement or affettions 
bing irregular or unworthy ; much: le 
bonld be tome im the place of. the ti 
A} wving 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ving God , whilſt I intermedle in things Di- 
vine ; in which we always do come ſo far ſhort 
of the true end, as (in our ayms and intenti- 
ons we fall beneath the higheſt glory : I have 
therefore ſtudied how I mght preſent you with 
thus feeble Birth of the travel of my poor 
thoughts , rather in the plain dreſs of naked 
Truth , then mm the gawdy garb of Oratory ; 
humbly intreating you not to entertain it with 
the embraces of your favour becauſe its mine, 
nor raſhly explode it becauſe its not anothers : 
But (wiſely walking betwixt thoſe two rocks of 
Credulity and Prejudice )baving well weigh- 
ed the whole in a found Fudgement, ballance 
your elettion by the ſlandard of the Santtuary. 
The Zenith of my ambition (if I know any 
thing of my ſelf) is, the advancement of the 
Kingdom of Chriſt in your ſouls , that 
among thoſe many thouſands that at this d; 
make melody m their hearts to God thei 
deemer, you might not be found to þ; 


"- 


- The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
for Cyphers. Jf you eſteem your ſelves to be | 
(what indeed you are) eminent ſharers in the 
Common Deliverance : Why ſhould y0.1 | 
not alſo ſtand, as fipures of great ſignificancy, 
in the number of thoſe that make returns of | 
Glory © It pleaſed the Lord m the day of your 


fears ( with the hand of Grace) to write down 


your City in the book of bis remembrance , a- ; 
mong ſuch as by the wing of his power and to- ; 
ving-kindneſs, he would ſave from the teeth of , 
the cruel : from the bottom of my heart do 1 

beg (and, O that | might obtain |) that you j 


would make it the great work of your lives q 
(as your thank-offering unto Heaven) to make ; 
Your Gty more God s,Chrijt s,the Goſpels, the 3 
Common-wealths, that this may be written over H 
all her Gates in indelible Charatters, Lo this b 
& the rightzous City which was ſaved by li 
In the glory of this world | may (with- . 
yy) pronounce it inferiour to none : # 
n-intermitted happineſs in that 


glory 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
glory which u Divine to excel all. May that 
dark and diſmall Winter never paſs over it, in 
which it may not ſpring and flouriſh with thoſe 
glorious fruits of Knowledge, Truth , Righ- 
teouſneſs and Peace. And if there be any other 
Gemm which may adde luſtre to the Crown of 
its earthly or Spiritual glory , which my pen 
(unwilling to tranſgreſi 1ts due limits hath ſþa- 
red 80-mention : Let me beg your belief that 
that, and much more , u cordially wiſht to it by 
him, who «s 


Your Faithfull and moſt 


humble Servant, 


T homas : Speeg 


PSALM $5O. 15. 


eAnd call upon me in the day of trouble ; 
1 will delrver- thee, and thou ſhalt 
glorifie me. ak 


— 


—— 


ETEPt HE arc this morning met together, to ſpeak 
\ a VS well of the Name of the moſt Hig 
God, for that which (next to the 
demption of loſt man through 
we may truly call , the greatAt4 

monſtration of grace that ever Heaven made tg $ 
any of the ſons or daughters of men : for that, which \ 
is the joy of all thoſe hearts that wiſh well ro Zr0n, GC 
nd the £qual terrour of all ity adverſaries: for that, 
wich is the wonder and amazement of all neigh- 
> Nations; and which (through = good- 
pd) may prove a ha reamble to the 
"ik B id eſtabliſh- 


(3) 
eſtabliſhment of Truth and Peace in this Common- 
wealth. 

The words which TI have read in your cars (my 
ſmall portion of time allotted me, not permicting me 
ro meddle with the context) do contain in them 
three parts. | 

1. Firſt, An exhortation to a duty. Call upon me, 
To which is annexed, the circumſtance of time 
when. 1x the day of trouble. 

2. Secondly, An engagement of grace. I will 
deliver thee. 

3- Thirdly, An injunQiion laid on the delivered,to 
make returns of praiſe cro-rhe Deliverer. And thow ſhalt 
Clorifie me. 

The firſt, prefenteth us with the fouls of Chriſti- 
ans, looking by Faith to their God, in the day of 
their darkneſs. | _ 


The ſecond, ſpeaks the gratious readineſs of their ' 


God, to fſatisfic the expeQRations, and comply with 
the deſires of their ſouls. | 

Upon which followeth the third, which is, rhe 
thankfull improvement of their Deliverances> by 
<Wadying the advancement of the glory of God their 

aViour. , | . 

Of each of theſe diſtintly : And firſt, in the firſt 
of theſe. chree, parts, I ſhall begin wich the cixcum- 
ance of time (in the day of trouble) foraſmuch as 
that doth properly precede the ſouls ating towarc 
God, in the offering up of its prayers and tears : al 
is as the wound, baitening the Patient ro the Ch 
geon.; Or as the wrong offered the child 
him to pour out his complaints into 
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(3) 
father. The burden on the ſhoulder, maketh rhe per- 
ſon ſuſtaining ir, to cry out for help. Clouds; and 
darkneſs, and difficulties, preſſing hard on the ſoul,do 
(in like manner, prompr it, to look out for ſome one 
to reſcue it, 

The (4) Hebrew word uſed in the Text for trouble, 
is of great ſignificancy. The (6b) root whence it 
cometh, fignifieth, to beſfiege, or environ with an Ar- 
my. Thus it's made uſe of in 1 Sam.23.8. where it's 
ſaid, that Saul called all the people together to war, to go 
down v6 Keilah, to (c)beficge David and his men. And 
thence .the Scripture uſeth the word in the Text, to 
expreſs the greateſt ſtraits and exigences to which it 
pleaſerh God to- reduce men in this life, There are 
two words eſpecially by which it's uſually rendred, 
which'bear great weight with them : And they are, 
tribulation, and diſtreſs, The firſt we meet with in 
Tedg.10; where from verſe 7. tothe end of 9, we 
have a narrative of the many black-clouds thar did 
then hang over>poor 1ſraels head : In verſe 10. we 
have them crying unto God : and in ver. 14. God 
returning this killing anſwer ; Go, and cry wits the 
Gods which ye have choſen, let them deliver you in 4he 
time of your (d\tribulation. © We finde it rendred by 
the ſecond : in P/al.120. 1.1» my (e) diſtreſs 1 cried un- 
10 the Lord. When ?eſeph, both by his demeandur, 
ard h's words, fpake roughly to his indigent bre- 
ren, Gen.42. They, refleQing vpon that day, when 
angwſh of his foul prevailed not againſt their 


a 


B 2 = Nr 


anity : from their bloody premiſes, drewthils-+*. 
luſion, ver.21.Tberecfore is this(f) diſtreſs anne ” 
_ bc to 9-11) 


5 (4) 


VS (6) 


NI? (Cc) 


Ad anguſtian- 
dum. 


MW (6) 7'v 


{z)2Chro,20, 


Iz, 


(4) 
But tnore par:icularly : - A are two principal in- 
gredients that gotothe making up of a day of trouble. 
1. Thefirſt is, God's hedging up the way of his 
peoples comforts, as it were with thorns. When as, 
which way cre they caſt their eyes, they meet with 
nothing bur rerrours, and diſcouragements. 

This is often eff:&ed by the power , and rage of 
unreaſonable men. The firſt of which, made ic a day 
of ſtraits and fears ro good Jehvſhaphat ; when as, 
through a ſenſe of his own impotency to conteſt 
with the Army that came againſt him, he was put-to 
this ſtand in his Councels, that he knew (g} not what 
to do, The ſecond, expreſled in the blaſphemous vo- 
mitings of railing Rabſhakeh, made tender-ſpirited He- 
zekiah to ſignific to 1ſaiah the Prophet, that God had 


MYD" (þ) brought upon him 4 (h day of trouble and rebuke. Thus 


6).Iſa;5.29. 


was it a day af trouble to purſued 1ſraet art the Red-ſea, 
Thus alſo did God make it a day of diſtreſs and ſtraits 
to our Army (lurrounded wich might and malice) at 
Dunbar. When as weare beſet with evils, and the 
Conduir-pipes of ſecond cauſes which ſhould convey 
ſuccour to us, ſeem to be quite cut off; then may the 
day of trouble truly be ſaid to have overtaken us. God 
will ſometimes ſpoil his of rheir beloved enjoyments, 
and they ſhall nor beable to caſt cheir eye upon that 
thing in the whole Creation, that may yield them 
ſupply. When God would make 1ſraelenfible of the 
depth of his diſtreſs under the Babyloniſh captivity 
he ſaich, that the enemy having lad hold of the 
zone ſhould be able to deliver it (5), And the 
their deliverance thence, was to themſely 
probable (having no means in their c 


(5) 
effect it) thar th*ir rerurn ſeemed to be of cqual cre- 
ditto them, with the phantaſms of dreaming men. 
When ſoft Facob with his unmartial'd train w3s to 
meet his cough-ſpiriced brother in the head of an 
armed company : looking on himſclf as a helpleſs 
prey tothe reeth of the Lyon; he was (as the Text 


ſaith)greatly affraid and diſtreſſed.k) What made it a W937 7: 


day of trouble tro many , when the late vagabond 
Army cainc into this Nation £ Why this, deſtruction 
ſcemed to be nigh at hand, and help to be afar off. 
2. The ſecond ingredient is, Gods making dark- 
neſs ſo much the pavilion of our ſouls, thar, under 
our preflures we ſhall nor be ableto reach the end of 
the preſent diſpenſation. No affliction is joyous to the 
f-ih ; bur when as, with that, the cloud is ſo thick, 
that the ſoul cannot ({o much as by a probable con: 
jcRure) reach the end, the ſtrait is thereby much en- 
creaſed. Which truth dothqhang on this principle ; 
That the view of a good exd,doth much ſweeren and 


make facile,all che difficulties that lic inthe way to it, / 


Sothat if the repreſentation of the goodneſs of 
the end do lighten the burden ; then muſt the con- 
cealment thereof, needs make it. much more bur- 
denſom. 

The ſoul of old Facob was ſore diſtreſſed by the 
tidings of his beloved-Foſephs unfortunate end : bur 
could he have been bur aſſured of his ſo glorious a 
ſurreRtion to power , and oppartunity to ſave him 
vis family from periſhing , ic would not have 
one figh from his hearr, or a tear from his eye 
it that the hovering of the lace enſnare 
er us, created ſo many troubles, and 
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(6) 
ſhakings in our Spirks * but only, thatthe end that | 
God had upon them was not-ſo clear : inbyt how 


much the ſue was more or lels fore{cen bywhe eye 
of our ; by ſo mugh 'to every heart was'it more 


| 
dny of trouble, We may call the whole time 
( 


Pants life (after his converſion) a day of #fouble 
raits;bur yet, his looking to thar weight of glory 
ch was to come, made all his affli/&ron ro be (be- 
nd expreſsion)(/)/7g/t.His thornypaſſage was made 
Smooth and plcaſant, by having his cye fixed on that l 
plory which lay beyond it. 
| obieee But here ſteps in an objeRion : Tr is askt, t 
Why ſhould the emphaſis of the exhortation lie on Ml f 
that eime, the day of trouble 2 The heart of man i f 
ſofficiently propenſe co flic ro God for help in thar ( 
day ; and even they, that will not have him for their b 
Ruler in the time of proſperity ; in the day of their e 
diſtreſs would fain have him for their Dcl.verer. "1» Ir 
their affiiftion they will ſeek me early. (;) 2 
' The Anſwer to this, wall Icad me to ſpeak of the 
dury contained in the firſt part of the Text, viz. call Ml © 
01.306" | b 
"Auf. For-anſwer therefore I ſay; That the Ex- MW 
horration (as to the circumſtance of time) is not 
groundleſs : for thar, although moſt men do ſeem to 
haften to God, inthe day of trouble, in word, and 
pretence ; yet even atthattime do moſt mens hearts 
catch ap ſomething befides him, which they -mg 
Rx) thor dependance. God made of 
ge! that he would not withd 
em for their protection 
ea their {traits God y 
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(7) 
pretence , but their - hearts leaned on Zgype. 
We muſt therefore here come to make enqui:y, 
what there is wrapt up in the bowels of this expreſ- 
fion 2 Forthar ic cannot be underſtood (imply in the 
Lerterz as if a bate verhal calling upon the name of 
God, were that\ which he would honour with accept- 
ance, or anſwer with deliverance. 
There arsthree ſorts of calling upon God, which 
do never firid#that acceprance with him, ſo as to ob- 
tain anſwer: ' 
1. Firſt,chere is an hypocricical calling upon God : 
A calling on him with the lips, when as the hearr 
ſtrayeth from him. - The Jews were a people eminent 
for rhis': None mare in lip prayers, and mock- Faſts 
(ro-gain the eſteem of -being religious) then they, 7ob 
by an interrogation 'maketh1z-poſitive,that ſuch pray- 
ers do neverreach the ear of God: when as (ſpeak- 
ing of che hypgerite) he faith. (») Will God bear his (,) 30 17,9 
try when (0) trouble cometh on him 2 | —_ 
' 2. There is a curſory, ignorant calling upon God, *=* (9) 
to which is annexed no other reward, thea the la- 
bour ir ſelf, A' curſory calling, is fo to call, as there- 
in to reſt; when men pray meerly becauſe they think 
they muſt: | with which is uſually joyn'da deep igno- 
rancez when as men are no way apprehenſive of che 
nature of that God on whom they call. Such was 
lat calling upon God uſed by thouſands, during the 
1.of thar filly Idol, the Common-prayer Buok:: 
as the ſum of their devotion lay no higher, then "F 
hearing ſo many prayers read in their cars: y 
inding communion with that God they in- 
ich is the life of prayer. What hoae 
ot 
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{| (8) 
| doth not weep to remember, how in any time of di- 
j/ ſtreſs, that heap of confuſ1ou muſt be ſearchr into, to 
fl finde out words to expreſs the condition of the di- 
ſkreſſed 2 And if none pertinent could be found, then 
| ſome impertinency muſt ſerve: uſing prayer meer- 
| ly as a ſpell or a charm to drive away lome eminent 
{ evil. Such calling on God might well deſerve that 
Inſcription, which Pawl found on the Altar at Athens, 

(o) AR.17.23 (p) To the unknown God (q). For What difference is 
(4/2166 there berwixt worſhipping an unknown God, and 
| we worſhipping the true God (in name only, but) under 
| F falſe notions * ſave this, that they retain the name, 
F bur. are ſtrangers to that nature with which its clo- 
| thed. The Stoicks were more regular in their judge- 
ments , touching their falſe Gods, then ſuch men 
are in their praiſes cowards the true God. For that 

| [ (-) zpi8. xx. they held ir, (7) The chief thing in the worſhip of their 
| ehir. cap-38, Gods, to ave true apprehenſions of them. | 
__ 3. There is a prayer of blood and cruelty z when 
2 i357: as men call on the name of God, with their hands full 
= —_— of blood, having peace and ſweernels in their words, 
:cm,53:s but rapinc,and a devouring ſpirit lodgeth within. Such 
\worinfers Cryes which call God to aide, only to effec the re- 
7 0176 venge of. malitious hearts, prove fruitleſs, for he will 
; not hear them. God ſpeaketh it with an emphaſis, !ſa, 
1.15. Whey ye make many prayers,1:will not hear : you 
hand are full of blood. 'T were well if this age could 
- * 'not give ample teſttmonies to this ; when as the C 
** 'mant and Unifermity muſt be made the cloak 
= Faſting and Prayers had in ſecret, pretended fg 
>. -conciling of Brethrex,whilſt the wounding 
and the deſtruction of the Common-y 
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(9) bo 
bottom. Theſe cryes God hath not heard, ſoas to 1 
favour them with acceptance, bur he hath given the 
blood-thirſty blood to drink, To Ages of Ages ler 'F 
his name be praiſed therefore; and let all the friends 'K 
of Zion, lay, CAmen, 4; 

Theſe three ſorts of invocation being excluded, 1 j 
ſhall preſent you with three things, which ſpeak our | 
the very heart of that which is true calling upon God, q 

I. The firſts, the fervent pouring out of the ſoul 
to God, mixt with (f ) Faith and underſtanding, as to (1) pie inves 

. one that is able and willing to relieve. God doth not catio woe nif 

always give a particular Faith,as tothe thing we beg ef = —_ 

neither is it ſafe to be peremprtory in determining the © 
pleaſure of God, in relation to the particulars of onr 

requeſts.: - bu che/Faith of Chriſtians, in Prayer, hath 

this for its object, God ready to accompliſh the de- 

fire of their ſouls, as far as they are ſubſervient to 

that high End, his own glory. Now then, when 

"thoſe Oratorical ſighs and groans, are ſent Heaven- 

wards in full vollics, and.theſe after God as a render 

J Father, (s) with a holy bgldneſs, and child-like fami- 
| harity on the Chriſtianggpart ; this is after the due men 
marner to call upon his Mme. Facob can no more let mini invocar, 
God go without a bleſhifÞ, then a poor childe can the ER 
hand of his father, ,w he is ready to fink. HeFe- tm, fads þ- 
kizh inthe day of his ffgits runneth to the boſum of 4 P*ifccepro 

God, and before him ſpreadeth his caſe : much like oy 

a injur'd fon before his tender father. I doubt not 4#%a puter, | 

ne name of God was lately thus called upon, by root 
ads of waiting ſouls in this Nation : among zlera:. Bullin. 

y were favoured with a particular Faith, as 258 a__— 

mined iſſue : buy all, with a ſweet hope | 

C (the J 


(10) 

(the Anchor of the ſoul) joyned with this confidehe 
| that the end of the Lord ſhould be good. = 
| 2. With this is joyn'd a naked dependance on the 
Lord, as one whoſe power alone, is able to accom- 
| pliſh the deſires of our ſouls. By naked dependance, 
| I exclude not the uſe of means ; bur do intend, a 
| tooking to God by Faith as the prime agent effecting 
his pleaſure by, and through, creatures. When as (in 
| the day of our ſtraits) our hearts are moſt enlarged 
with defire;, and our heads and hands moſt ative f r 
the working our deliverance : then to keep our eyes 
fixed on him asthe original produRtive cauſe of our 
expected ſalvation : and to lay our higheſt hopes on 
him as giving life and vigourto all econd cauſes. 7e- 
; hoſhaphat (upon the approach of his porent adverla- 
| (4) 2.Chr, 20. (52s) keepeth his ſword in his hand, but had his (# eye | 
| (»): Sam.17, On his God. (w) David advancing, to diſpute I/raets 
| gs uarrel with the champion of the Philiſtines, took: his 
| mooth ſtones in his Yerip, and his ſling tu his hand , but V 
his heart leaned onthe name of the Lord of hoſts. Then 
do we uſe our prayers and our armes to their proper | 
| end, when as we make them not our deliverers ; but 
| when, in the uſe of both, we have our reliance on 

the Lord. 

4 3-Torhis may be added,a patient waiting upon God 
by Faith , for the accompliſhment of his pleaſure, 
which way ſoever made out. Which is done, when 

as, having poured forth our ſouls unto God wink 
Ktong cryes, and the Chariot- wheels of his x 
and goodneſs ſcem to run {l»wly to our ſuccg 
have our hearts ſtayed by patience, and ke 
precipitant excurſions: When we forbez 


4 11 ) 
of -our diſtrefs) to prefix either the end or time, bur 
do bear about in our breſts this reſglution, to comply 
with the produd of our Fachers pleaſure, what ere it 
be:;T og{peak all in a word , thenare we to berecko- 
ned among the number of thoſe that do truly call 
upon the name of. God : when as having with tervency 
and a holy boldneſs, ſpred. our caſe before him (in 
the midſt of our clouds and darkneſs) we fctain this 
ſweet complacency of ipiric inthe cloſe of all : as to 
yi able'to ſay, - Father, wot my will , but thy will be 
ne. 

I ſhall only adderwo words by way of Corollary 
from what hath been ſaid'of this firſt part, and ſo paſs 
to the ſecond part of the Text. | 

1. They that are deareſt in the eyes of the Lord, 
have thcir dyes of trouble. They ro whom his car is 
open, and his hand ready to help, have them : from 
whence the Corollary doth nacurally follow. I ſhall 
not ſpend time to bring a candle tothe Sun,in making 
a repetition of thoſe many examples with which the 
Scripture doth abound, .to prove an aſſertion ſo clear. 
If we look back and conſult with the lives of all the 
holy Patriarchs and Prophets from Adam to Chriſt, 
and with the lives of all the Saints from him to the 
laſt Apoſtle, we ſhall finde none of chem that went 
downto their graves, who intheir paſſage, mer nor 
with ſome days of darkneſs and diſtreſs. The confi- 
ation of which ſhould ſtay our hearts under 'the 
t of our preſſures : knowing, that no new thing 
ned unto us, more then what was the portion 
many thouſands of precious ones which 
heaven before us, 

i 2. Seconds 
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2. Secondly, the ſureft application that we can 
make in the day of trouble, is unto God. When our 
vain hearts are deceived into confidence on any thing 
on this fide him, we do bur ſeek the living among the 
dead, and warers of refreſhing in empty pits. 

And ſo I havedone with the firſt part of rhe Text, 
viz, The duty, together with the circumſtance of 
time. 

The ſecond partthat followeth in order to be ſpo- 

IR (2) ken to, is the engagement of grace. 1 {x | will delryer 

Te 2, © thee. Which word is applyed as well to the quitting 

of the minde from its ſtraits, as to the deliverance of 

()Pfal.6.4 the outward man. (y) David under the apprehenſions 

"BY © of divine diſpleaſure,cryerh unto God, that he would 
"3.7 (z) deliver (z) his ſoul from that heavy yoke. 

Behold here the gratious readineſs of God to com- 
ply wich the requeſts of Faith of his diſtreſſed people! 
K's but cry, and be heard, beg and obtain, Nodi- 
Krefſed childe, may with more boldneſs and confi- 
dence make application to his dear father, then Chri- 
ſians inthe day of their ſtrairs may unto their God, 
There are gods many, and lords many , but there is 
none like to rhe God of nor , whoſe heart and 
hands are always wide open tar the ſatisfying the de- 
fires of his poor lictle ones. The poor Prieſts of 
Baal may cry long and loud , and (like ſeduced wor- 
ſhippers) make the drawing of their own blood ar 
argument to perſwade their fpiritleſs Idol ro appedl 
for them ; bur he hath neicher an car to hear, 

hand to help, nor a heart to' pitty them. B 
God of 1ſrael arc alltheſe, 1 will deliver th 
isas much as if God ſhould have ſaidin gy 
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thus much , Inthe day of your darkneſs and diſtreſs, 
let not your vain hearts ſuggeſt ro you thoughts of 
difidence, or deſpair ; know, that he that made you, 
and redeemed you, hath nor left youas Orphans inthe 
midſt of cruel men : know, that when the ears and 
hearrs of men are cloſed againſt you here 87 earth, yer 
even then, yon have more left you then the whole 
world can give you, v7, a God in heaven who will 
plead your righteous cauſe. And as much as you ex- 
pet the return of the Sun above your Horizon, after 
a few hours ſetting : ſo confidently may you expeR 
the drawing forth of my power, and my love, for 
the revenging of all your wrongs, vyhen ever you 
make your appeal unto me. 

0bjefF.Bur here we meet with an ObjeRion, which(ar 
firſt view) does ſeem much to overſhadow the gl 
of this truth;which is, that we do often ſee the ſtrong- 
eſt cryes of Chriſtians go unheard ; and the moſt 
p fervent breathings of their hearts, go unaccompliſh- 
" ed, Were there not many prayers put up for the ſa- 
ving of Byiffol, when it was firſt caken, all which 
proved fruitleſs 2 
 _ Anſw, To which I ſhall give anſwer intheſe rwo 

words. 

I. It ſpeaketh as great grace from heaven,to lend 
us ſupport under the trouble, as to deliver us from it. 
And onour parts we have properly a deliverance,when 
though God break not our bonds, yet) he doth 
pon our ſouls with ſuch bright rayes of his 
> preſence and ſpirit, as do make our hearts 
ich truch is botrom'd upon this Principle, 
d foundation of all trouble, is che ab- 
uy ſence 
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ſence of *God z ſothar to have the glory of: his pre. 
ſence is deliverance from trouble. We have a moſt 
clear demonſtration.of this in Chriſt; of whom the 
— to the Hebrews (a) ſaith, T _ when he had of- 

ered up prayers and ſupplications with flrong crying and 
= 5s him that I Ts to ſave Fra Go {194.1 he 
was heard in that he feared. Now how can it be (aid, 
that he was heard in that he feared, which was death, 
fince he did not eſcape it © If Chriſt drank of the 
cup'of death, how was he heard in being ſaved from 
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us, who faith, that (upon his prayers) that that cup 
which was provided for him rodrink;might paſs from 
him, There appeared an Angel unto him from heaven 
ſtrengthening him.' /So thar, Gods ſending an Angel | 
for the ſuccour of -Chriſt under his Agony,. is inter- 
preted by the. Author to the Hebrews, ro. be as 
much a hearing of him in the very letter of hisprayer, 
as if he had; delivered him. from it... "kh | 
..2- Secondly, Gods wiſe deferring the accompliſh- 4 
menr of the deſires of. his People untill his own duc 
time, cannot be interpreted his refuſing to hear them, , | 
Deliverance is chen ſufficiently ſoon, when as it's in \ 
Gods time. And thus we do now enjoy the. things 
weibeg'd for.theſe ten years paſt.. And our eyes do at 
this. day, behold. the glorious accompliſhment of 
-thoſe- many prayers that ſeemed ro be buried in 
-oblivion, *agR th | 
Bur to return to. the buſineſs of the day. A 
piece of ; which (if I miſtake not) is to take ; 
reyiew, of the glory of that Salvation wy 
heaven hath encompaſlcd us. For ſuitable 
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we have. of the greatneſs of our Deliverance, will 


be.che-rruth and-fervency of our Praiſes. Praiſe is. a, 


ſacrifice offered upto God, by the atteRions, which 
ſuppoleth them to be ſer on-work by the judgement ; 
which being apprehenfave of large receits of grace, 
prompterh the affections to make equal returns of 
glory. Norapprehenſion of good received,no prailc : 
narrow apprehenſions of great .Dcliverances, weak 
Prailes, Every man and woman in this place, whoſe 
judgements do not give in this verdi co their atfei- 
ons, That God hath declared rich grace in the fal- 
vation he hath wrought for England, but do eſteem 
t rather a plague then a priviledge, that (after ſo ma- 
ny ſore confl &s) he gave the day as he did : I (ay all 
' ſuchdo ſtand only as cyphers, among the number of 
thoſe that this day make melody. in their hearts ro 
the moſt High. 
- - Therefore that our hearts may be the berter tuned 
to offer up our ſacrifice of ſpiritual praiſes unto God : 
I ſhall endeavour to fer before you, the glory of our 
deliverance, by ſpeaking totwo things. 
I. I ſhall ſpread before you ſome of the capital 
miſchiefs whence God hath delivered us. 
. 2, I ſhall ſpeak of the way or manner how he hath 
delivercd us. 
And here I ſhall not confine my ſelf, to ſpeak only 
pf the glory of our Deliverance, in relation to the 
aal mercy given in at Worceſter ; bur ſhall extend 
purſe to all that which God hath ſaved us 
ne whole ſeries of ourDeliverances for ſome 
ill that laſt wrought there, which the 
nath ſet as a crown upon all the former. 
There- 
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Therefore if any man ask me, What God hath deli. 
vered us from ? I anſwer firſt in general, He hath 
delivered us from the devouring rage of mercileſs 
cruelty : he hath plucke us out of the jawes of that 
ravenous malice, which was not to be ſatiated, but by 
the deſtrution of the ſoul, as well as the outward 
man. Our blood and our lives are ſaved from being 
rrodden down as mire in the ſtreets, by the feet of the 
cruel. We with our wives, our little ones, our friends, 
and deareſt relations, are alive this day before the 
Lord, as legible demonſtrations , and living monu- 
ments, of our ſo great Salvation. 

To undertake to enumerate all the particu- 
har pieces of this glorious lump of our Delive- / 
rances, would be a work, which would make 
me too great a treſpaſſer , as well upon my own 
ſtrength,as your patience. I ſhall therefore ſpeak only 
ro three principal comprehenſive miſchiefs, whence 
the hand of heaven hath gratiouſly delivered us. 

I. Weare(through unſpeakable mercy) ina great , 
meaſure delivered from that yoke , which was like- 
ly to have continued upon our necks , through -that 
inevitable ruine that was coming upon our LAWS 
and LIBERTIES; our BIRTH-RIGAHTS as 
we are men. 

It's nor difficult ro quote that time, when as property 
was almoſt become a ſtranger in the Land: eſpeciall 
among thoſe that had not the guard of grearngi 
keepir unviolated. There is none here can be 
a ſtranger eo the publique concernme 
Ifrael, as not ro know, how through F 
rortion, and Male-adminiſtration of 
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hearts of the inhabitamss began to bleed and groan, 
Ic's more then ſad to rememberthat time, when as the 
jwſtice of a mans cauſe, was meaſured by the ſtrength 
of his pwſe: and he ſhould not mils of receiving the 
moſt favourable ſentence, who was able to return the 
greateſt rewerd, . 

object. Bur me thinks, T hear ſome asking me zAre 
not the relits of injuſtice yer rem2inin2 in the midit 
of us ? Do the ſtreams of righreouſneſs run. ſo pure; 
that there is no tinQure of defilemene mixed with 
them ? Arethe arms of the oppreſſor ſo broken,rthar 
there are no cryes of the oppreiled in the Land * 

Anſw. x. to this I anſwer firſt; Rowe was neyer 
built in a day ; neither is a houſe finiſhed as foon as 
the foundation iS laid. Was ever any child a monſtet 
to his farhier, becauſe not a- mdz the firſt day: it; was 
born © Jt dotti ſufficiently rejoyce a tender niother 
(aftey her bixter travel) that her-childe is) born per- 
fe&; asrothe parts of a man, dhe doth-not renue her 
| forcomi;p/hecauſe ſhe doth! not finde it: born. with 
firngtheloquence, policy, and thoſe other exdewments 
which aye the Concomitants. of  riper years : ſhe is 
well-content to have thoſe only in-hope, and awair 
theperteRion'of them as the work df. times. . -. 
And ſhall we'deny that/to fo vaſt x body as 'a 
Common-wealth, which we are tontent to: allow ro 
hoſe bodies-vf. Iefler magnitudes * ' 
Secondly, Ler us bleſs God: for what he hath 
done in beginning, and wait his pleaſure for 

ing of this picce of ' our Deliverante, 

ſearch, that errour will be found too 
whichmakah: men ro-havetheir 
D mouths 
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Therefore if any man ask me, What God hath deli. 
vered us from ? I anſwer firſt in general, He hath 
delivered us from the devouring rage of mercileſs 
cruelty : he hath plucke us out of the jawes of that 
ravenous malice, which was not to be ſatiated, but by 
the deſtrution of the ſoul , as well as the outward 
man. Our blood and our lives are ſaved from being 
trodden down as mire in the ſtreets, by the feer of the 
cruel. We with our wives, our little ones, our friends, 
and deareſt relations, are alive this day before the 
Lord, as legible demonſtrations , and living monu- 
ments, of our ſo great Salvation. 

To undertake to enumerate all the particu- | 
lar pieces of this glorious lump of our Delive- | 
rances, would be a work, which would make | 
me too great a treſpaſſer , as well upon my own 
ſtrength,as your patience. I ſhall therefore ſpeak only 
ro three principal comprehenſive miſchiefs, whence 
the hand of heaven hath gratiouſly delivered us. 

I. Weare(through unſpeakable mercy) ina great , 
meaſure delivered from that yoke , which was like- 
ly to have continued upon our necks, through that 
inevitable ruine that was coming upon our LAWS 
and LIBERTIES; our BIRTH-RIGAHTS as 
we are men. 

It's nor difficult ro quote that time, when as property 
was almoſt become a ſtranger in the Land: eſpeciall 
among thoſe that had not the guard of grearngia 
keepir unviolated. There is none here can be 
a ſtranger eo the publique concernme 
Ifrael, as not ro know, how through F 
rortion, and Male-adminiſtration of 
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hearts of the inhabitams began to bleed and groan, 
Ic's more then ſad to remember that time, when as the 
juſtice of a mans cauſe, was meaſured by the ſtrength 
of his pwſe: and he ſhould nor miſs of receiving the 
moſt favourable ſentence, who was able to return the 
greareſt rews!d. 

obje. Bur me thinks, 1 hear ſome asking me 4Are 
not the relidts of injuſtice yer rem2in'n2 in the midd(t 
of us ? Do the ſtreams of righteouſneſs run. ſo pure; 
that there is no tinure of defilement mixed with 
them ? Arethe arms of the oppreſſor ſo broken,rthar 
thereare no cryes of the oppreiſed in the Land * 

Anſw. x. to this I anſwer firſt; Rowe was neyer 
builtin a day ; neither is a houſe finiſhed as ſoon a 
the foundation 15 laid. Was ever any child a4 monſtet 
to his fartier, becauſe not a mn the firſt day it_was 
bom & It doth ſufficiently rejoyce a tender miothet 
(aftey her bitter travel) that her. childe is' born per- 
fe; asrothe parts of a man, dhe doth:not renue her 
 forcomi/hecauſc ſhe doth not finde it: born. with 
frengthietoquence, policy, and thoſe other exdewments 
which axe the Concomitants of 'riper years : ſhe i& 
well-content to have thoſe only in hope, and await 
the pert Rion'of them as the'work of. rime\, | 
And ſhall we deny that to fo vaſt a body as a 
Conimen-weakth, which we are tontent to allow to 
hoſe bodics-vf Iefler magnitude  ' | 
Secondly, Ler vs bleſs God: for what he hath 
done in beginning, and wait his pleaſure for 
ing of this picct of 'our Deliverarice, 
y ſearch, that errour will be found too 
an, which -makath men to havetheir 
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mouths fill'd with more complaints (looking to what 
they have not) then their hearts with true thankful. 
neſs for what they have. It's ſtoried by Plutarch 


(-) Plurar, in (C) Concerning Lycurgms,that when he firſt eſtabliſhed 


his new Common- wealth in Sparta, for the preven- 
tion 37 injuſtice and oppreſſion , he made theſe two . 
Decrees. | 

I. Thai 33 man ſhould make uſe, either of filver 
or gold. | 

2- That none of his Laws ſhould be written upon 
Tables. IGHs 2c; a; | F 

By the firſt he intended theextirpation of covetouſ- 
neſs; and conſequently the removal -6f apprefſion. 
By the ſecond he intended , that every -man ſhould 
have his Laws written in his-breſt, which mixed with 
the' Law of love; and-good will, hethonghert be of 
ſufficient force ro make menaCt. juſtly>'T ſhal only 
make this ſhort applicarion of ir. That, we may* not 
expe&tto have the Common-wealth free from every 
tintureand:{poriof injaſtice, untill it ſhalbpleaſe God 
ro accompliſh theſe rwqa great works, .uponi:alli mens 
heatts: Firſt; »rhar by the power. of his ſpirit, he 
do c:uſe them not 'xo "ceaſe to uſe, bur ro cover 
filver and :gold.' 'Then{hall x. bea glorious:Common- 
wealch: indeed!: 'whiem (as' Lycurgus 'did. baniſh. che 
uſe of money out of mens houles;:{9) God ſhall ba- 
niſh coverouſneſs out of mens hearrs.' Secondly;rhat. 
he dowrice: that noble Law of Spiricual love 
the rables-of their:hearrs,, whereby they; 
lighe ro. a& righceouſly 'from the lov 
ouſgcſs. ! +1 hb tt 5 = 
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works inthe hearts of men, we may not expe to 
have our Common-wealth ſpotleſs,as to theſe defile- 
ments : yet I would adde(and I hope without offence 
ro any that are honeſt of the long Robe)thac I doubt 
not bur many among us ſhall live to ſee that time, 
when as thoſe cunning Cooks of the Laws , which 
have for many years diſhr our ſo many of the peoples 
priviledges to them ( with the poyſonous na. of 
their own interpretation) as might ſerve their own 
ends, will by the power of the Goſpel or the Sword, 
be made more juſt, or be cut much lower. 


2. God hath delivered his poor People in this Na» 


tion from the heart- wounding caunts and reproaches 
of their blaſpheming adverſaries : Who can expreſs 
(befides thoſe thar feel ir} how deep ir ſtriketh into 
the render heares of ingenuous Chriſtians, to hear 
the blaſphemous reproaches of cheir criumphing.cne- 
'mies in the day of their diſtreſs 2 Doubtleſs that Ba- 
byloniſh caunt, ſunk into the Iſraclites grievcd ſouls, 


as deep as their bonds : (4) when as they that waſted (a( May, 


them, required mirth of them, ſaying (in ſcorn) ſing 
#5 one;'of- the fongs of Lion. David profefleth , that 
his morſe}s were embirtered to him, and all his com- 
forts beſmeared with gall, whilſt- his ears were 
picrced by his enemies continual. reperition-of that 
cutting reproach, (e) Where is thy Gad ? | 
+» Theſe/Irons [God hath prevented from entring in- 
aur fouls, He hath nor given us up as a prey to the 
of the cruel; that we ſhuuld be caſt into 
d Dungeons, to be made the objects. of 
they ſbould call ro us for one, of the 
an chearfully fing it with mclody in 
D 2 our 
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our hearts, unto the Saviour of Z:ox. If they ask us, 
Where 1s onr God s we can an{wer them with joy and 
boldneſs, that our God is the living God, who ſcat- 
rered them in his diſpleaſure at .M arſton- Moore; whole 
power brake rhem- in pieces at Naſeby field ; who 
ſmore their great ones in Kent ; who by a handfull 
put thouſands to flight at St. Faggons, the ſtroke of 
whoſe terrour they felt inthe North: whole ſtrength 
made the weak ſtrong, to ſtain the glory of their 
pride at Dunbar: whoſc hand was never drawn back, 
but was ſtrercht our ſtill, untill he had pur on the top- 
tone of our deliverance atWorceſter. 

3» Thirdly, God hath delivered his People inthis 
Nation, from thoſe yokes which are heavier then all; 
vii. Thoſe thar were preparing for, and in pars laid 
upon their conſciences. For although-ir be true, char 
thoſe things whichthe Stoicks call (f) Things in our 
power (as' the atings and negotiations of the ſoul) 
cannot be taken from us, nor ſuffer violence from any 
thing wichout ; and conſequently none can ſpoil us 
of the Liberty of qur confciences': yet foraſmuch as 
ch6fe- tranfient a&ts which relate: 66 the worſhip of 
God? may: be hindred from without , we may be 
thence ſaid ro be ſpoiled of the free exerciſe of. our 
conſciences. Now in this confiſteth a great piece of 
the glory of our Deliverance. 

They are not many vears fince the wills of filly 
men, were become DiRators to the Faith of Chu 
ſtians. So that to have been in ones Faith 
ſtep beyond thereachings of a Blind-guig 
over-holy. How was the life of religic 
fiſdin complying with the fond i 
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and even ſwallowed up with the inroad of created 
Ceremonies 2 How were needleſs burdens mulciply- 
ed upon the coniciences of poor Chriſtians £ So that 
in things Spiritual as well as Civil, it was hard to tell, 
which lay heavyeſt, the Mitre or the Crewn : although 
its more then probable, that che Crown might have 
been caſter borne, had not the Mitre ſtood {o near it. 
To be righteous beyond a mans neighbour., how 
Hererodox was it 2 and to be holyer then the will of 
a proud Prelate allowed, not leſs then grand Herefie, 
Nay, whether were we ſinking £ when as the very 
external duties (the carcaſe) of Religion became a 
reproach to the exerciſer? Are there none here, that 
can give ceſtimony of that time, whea as it was an 
abomination co ſome men, to hear bur a Pſalm ſung, 
or a Chapter read in the Family £ Sothar (as much 
as in them lay) they ſtudied, and attempted to baniſh 
the loweſt appearances of God from among men. Are 
there more then twelye years paſt over aur heads, 
fince Chriſtians would have reckoned ic among their 
greateſt Priviledges, to have had bur liberty co have 
gone but one days journey out of - Egypt, to workhi 

their God, withont the prophane mixtures of ſorti 

Ceremonies £ Would it.not have been.to them as life 


and without interruption met together..(chough bur 
in corners) mutually to declare./a rhemſclves 
hat God had done for their ſouls, and to pour out 
s to himin Prayer * | 

jen (Chriſtians ) rhe Gone your De- 
| cheſe bonds! Gad oj nax- been 
ling to the waitings of your ſouls ; 


from the dead, could they art all times have freely, 
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bur he hath ourt-done both your hopes, and your 
thoughts, Thoſe glorivus Priviiedges which (lying 
under vaſt heaps of improbabilicies , ever to be 
brought forth in their erue luſtre) ye ſcarce durſt beg 
for your {:lves : lo, eventhem hath the hand ad av 
Caſt into your boſoms. You have now all the polluted 
rags of Ceremonigs pull'd off from the face of Wor- 
ſhip. Ye now know no Biſhop of your ſouls, beſides 
him who is your God, and your Redeemer. You need 
not now puivily flic to corners to ſpeak of Gd, or 
exercile the freedom of your contciences. Y ou are 
not now conftrain'd to leave the Land of your nativi- 
ty, that you might worſhip God withour che mixrures 
of mens inventions. And which is the life of your Li- 
berty ({ce a wonder of Providence !) your Rulers are 
become your Patrons, ſothat youu may be as holy as 
you can, as Religious as you can. Whartthen remain- 
cth, but that we wait in-our fouls for:thar time : when 
as he that hath given Liberty, will at{o give us hearts 
to walk more entirely with himſelf 2 
And ſo much touching the Capital miſchiefs we 
are delivered from. 

2. The ſecond thing thar ſpeakerh the glory of our 
Dcliverance,'s, the manner how we have been deliver- 
ed; and of this, only chetechree wors, 

1. We have beendelivered, not by humane power 
of policy, but by the aloac-arm of aur God, His wil- 
dom hath fo ordered it, tharhis:naked power þ 
been clearly ſcenco do! ul, that rhere mg 
facrificing unto- men. It is he that havk 
this Nation," 1» +he-greatne(3 of » his: 0 
lave, for'theſe ren- years paſt ; af 
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ſharp throws) hath at length brought forth that glo- 

rious Birth, which our eyes this day behold. Leſt the 

yain heart of arrogant man ſhould aſſume that glory 

to himlelt, which is due only £9 his Redeemer; if || 
pleaſed God to Jraw a thick cloud over all 0. (hly 

power and wiſdom, that his own arm might be (cen l 
to briny ſalvation to us, 

2, He hath delivered us, having firſt often bronght | 
us even to the pit of deſtrudtion, The difficulties and 
ſtraies of the wilderneſs, did much commend the 
love of their guide, and the (weetnels of Canaan. In 
like manner, the glory of our Deliverance, and the | 
goodneſs of our Deliverer are not a little comment | 
ed, in that he hath carried ns through che flames for 
ſome years together,and yer ſuffered us not to be cons | 
ſumed /He hath often reduced us to that (ad (tate, chat 1 
falvation hath ſcarce been within our ken , bur then, [i 
even.in our loweſt condition, when the jaws of rune b 
havs been cloſmg upon 1s, be bath not failed to own 
86 ] am ſure the year Fonrty t/ght is frefhy ins your me F: 
mories , when ſo many fires were kindled on all fides 


of us, that there was no viſible way open, by which 
we might eſcape burning. A rerrible fire n Kent, anc 
ther in Wales, a third in the North , but through his 
grace all ſoon quenched, and we are delivered, How 
often have we b<en giving up the Buckler to the ene 

wy 7 and ſhmwld have been content to have had from 

he rythe of that by Indenrure, which we now 
ee-holders,by D:e&d from none bu Co99 7 
which addeth nos the leaſt luſtre rorhe 
ae!.vc rance) be hath delivered us, af- 
made & hun,both by us and or 4 
adverſaries 


| 


y. « If ir be askt , Whatit is rol; 


( 247 
adverſaries. We and they arc both filled with very 
ſtrong preſumpriong of the juſtice of our Cauſe ; yer 
neither ſo refraRtorily reſoluce as ro decline the Um: 
piredge of ſome third perſon: therefore (as to the 
meereſt Judge) they appeal co Heaven, and ſo do 
we; and both put it upon this reſt (making this the 
ſignal of Heavens approbation) Yi#ory given in to 
the moſt righteous cauſe. God (for'ever bleſſed be 
his Name therefore} ſealeth to the juſtice of ' our 
Cauſe, in giving us the day through the greateſt diſ- 
advantages. Bur our adverſaries (as if Heaven had 
given an unrighreous verdidt for us, or as if God had 
miſtaken himſelf in giving ſentence on our fide, they) 
will appeal again. Bur neither paſſion, nor pre- 
rences can bribe - the Almighty ro. cemply with 
the unrighteous' requeſts 'of -unreaſbnablte mes... 
And therefore, inthe hear of his indignation ht 
doth again pronounce” rhe- fame ſentence againſt 
them, making-it legible in the eyes of al} Nations, 
in CharaRers'wtitten with their own blood :- in LfeR - 
relling them, (that his firſt Derermination was righte- 
ous ; -and that they were-peremprtory beyond- the diie 
bounds of Creatures, in refuſ1ng to becconcluded by 
the unerring judgement of him + whom” ehem(ſlves 
had choſen for their Judge, | | 
And ſo I have done with che fecond part of the 
Text ( viz ) theengagement of grace, 1 will 
ver thee. | 6143 7 
- Upon which followerh the improvemenyg 
liverance, which comes now to be ſpc 
And vhou ſhalt glorifie me 
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rizof4Gpd { the fuelt [aterprexerofhisown mind ) 
will reſolve usin the laſt yerlc of rhis Fiftyeth Plalm, ; 
Whoſo offereth praiſe, glorifieth me. All that Crea- F 
tures/ican { g )-glorifie. God by , is, by declaring (4) pew gs b 
only,. not þy,adding ; For in him dwelleth the full. 71fca-me, noz 


nels. of all glory. Then do we give gloryto him, {447% /i4 


when as with praiſe and thankfullneſs of heart, we rande. ; 
live overchef{alvations of God. Salvation deſerverh | 
praiſe. It is byt a due debr payd ro the grace of God, 

" to look rahim as-0ur Saviour, with all thankfull ac- 

knowledgments ot his, gaogdnels. 

Bur before I ſpeak particularly: to this part of the 4 
Text; 'peradventure there may be ſome! here, who [+ 
( being otherwiſe, minded ) cannor rexurn praiſe for [1% 
the-late appearances of God, becauſe they eſteem Þ 
- them no mercies, Toſuch ( if chere be any preſent ) [ 

I x4 ſpeak cheſe three words in the ſpirit of meck- [| 
nels, 

I. Irs Piry that any member of Iſracl, ſhould fir 
with a frozen ſpirit, under thoſe warm Sun- beams of 


grace, Which at this day do ſhine forth, from the face | 
of Iſracls keeper. Its more,then to be lamented, thar | 
any ſhould be gnaſhing their cecth through anguiſh | 
and diſcontent for thas, for which athers arc in their it 
hearts ſinging the ſongs of Ziohs praiſes unto the \ þ 
Lord their Redeemer, I have moxec charity, then ro 
paſs ſentence of perverſneſs upon ſuch ſpirits ; bur 
e I am that it cannot ( when moſt fayorably inter- 
bd.) be cſteemed other then deep blindneſs , that 
ethe hand of God, when itis fo gloti- 
pnthe behalf of his People. 

ke inthe whole bulk of our de- 
" | »* liverancg 
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(26) 
liverance under the notion of a mercy, ſo asto re- 
eurn praiſethetefore'? 'yer; that in the 'work of this 
_ Diy, you may bear ſome part, give thanks 
or ſo much of it as you eſteem a mercy. If you eſtecm 


1t no mercy, , becauſe Deliverance is given in by the 


(b) Plutarch.in 


vitsCc4. Mari'; 


Ko doth raign and rule as Lord ang 


hands of ſuch men';” or if you can ſee no mercy inthis 
that God hath by it opened a way to the flouriſhing 
of the Goſpel, Truch and Righteouſneſs ; yer give 
thanks for the lower parr of ir ( viz ) that inthe com- 
mon Deliverance, yon have been ſaved from the vio- 
lence of men ; thatthenoylſe of War is huſke, and is 
kept from comming into your borders. 

Plutarch h ) reporteth of divine Plato, that when 
a tro dye, he gavethanksto God for theſe three 
things. '. 7 515553 

I. Firſt, That hehad made him a Reaſonable crea- 
ture, and no brute beaſt. 

. 2+. Secondly, That he was a Greek, and no Bar- 
barous'man.' 

3.- Laſtly, That he was borne in the time of So- 
crates. 

I ſhall only apply ir in @ word thus. 

Behold, the lower part of this mercy , containeth 
more glory init then all Plato's layd rogether. God 
hath nor only made you men; bur, he hath alſo pur 
a price into your hands , to get the wiſdom of Chriſti- 
ans. To live under the Sun-ſhine of the Goſpel, is 
much more then to be borne a Greek, He eſteeg 
it a great Priviledg that he was born in the time; 
trates ; Bur ( which is ten thouſand tigagl 
rious } you live in thoſe dayes whgzey 


(27) 

3. In the great things that have beerof lace acconm- 
pliſhed, ſtrive ro mind God more, and Man leſs. E- 
ſtecm not the great changes that haye fallen out upon 
the Nation, as efteed fo much by the wills of men 
as the hand of /God ; and to be , not the birth of 
mens pleaſures, but the fruics of his purpoſes : and 
fuch as have been brought co paſſe in much grace and 
favour. Why elſe ſhould he continue to give his pre- 
ſence in ſuch conſtant ſucceſſe, ro thoſe that have ſe- 
riouſly waited on him, by whom ( as Inſtruments ) 
theſeChanges have been wrought 2 Ir's true, thar 
waked (ucceſle , is but a probable Argument at beſt ro 
prove Heavens approbation of that Cauſe: tro which 
it's given. But, being cloathed with ſo many con- 
fiderable Circumſtances as that hath been (of which 
we now ſpeak) ir doth amouneto little leſs then a 
Demonſtration, For, why God ſhould continue to 
give ſuch an unintermirted ſeries of ſucceſſes,toa com- 
pany of People waiting pon him by faith and prayer ; 
and that, after Solemy Appeals made to him ; roge- 
ther with the offering up of their humble requeſts ro 
bim,, that he would manifeſt his pleaſure , both' con- 
cerning them and their caule, by the ſucceſs ; I ſay, 
why God ſhould thus comply both with their Pray- 
ersand their Enterpriſcs, and not do it in grace and fa- 
vour, iStomeasyetaRiddle, not to be unfolded. 
I believe we may ( without Preſumprion ) challenge 
\moſt gray headed Hiſtorian, ro produce a Para- 
hat doth God intend by all thoſe ſignal favors 


- 


> . 
. 


gh hc hath of late encompaſſed his People, 
putting of his Seal co thoſe things ff" 
ou? be forth, in relation to the eſtaF 
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Bur ro return'ro our duty; Ler ts/all thar have called 
upon God in the day of our trouble, and-have taſted 
of his ſalvation, give all glory to him in our hearts. 
If you ask me how we ſhall doi © F anfwer is ge- 
neral, thus. We ſhall diſcharge our felves of this du- 
ty by offering up our ſelves to God enrirely, inalt ho- 
lineſs of minde and converſation. Thenare we truly 
ſaved, to the glory:of God, when as'we are ſaved 
into neater fellowſhip and communion with himfelt. 
We called upor him in the day of our diftreſs, and he 
delivered us, let us remember what we are,& pay our 
vowsto the moſt High. Ler us call to mind, what great 
things we did reſolve upon in the day of 'ons ſtrairs, if 
God would deliver us but this once. Now chat he 
hath heard our cryes, let us not be ſlack m perfor- 
mance. Far let irbe from-us, »ow to fink lower into 
the world, fince his goodneſs hath kept us from fink+ 
ing into deſotation. Lex not the goodneſs of Godin 
faving us, put us at a greatet diftance from hiny. Ler us 
never give occaſion to God (through our ingratitude) 
to ſay of us: Well, in the day of your trouble I 
heard from you, and I had a lodging and a'place of 
reſidence in your hears and cthonghts; but now I am 
become asa ſtranger ro-you; ye hung cloſe tome in 
the rime when you needed my help ;- bur now your 
ſouls do cleave to other lovers befides me. Ler nor 
his looſing the bonds of - our fervitude, fſcr us leofe in 
our hearts from himſelf, For hen our Deliverang 
will prove our Plague, rather ther our Privi 
Ten thouſand times berter had ic been that 
k of our cnemics had lain upon our nec} 
our lives (our hearts enjoying fy 
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ae 4 greater diſtance from him.' For-who isthere that 
will not fay, that fellowfhip with -God in bonds, is 
much to be preferrd before the liberty-of the outward * 
man, wich the loſs of his preſence 2, The preſence of 
God (complearly enjoyed » maketh up the formalicy 
of heaven; ſo that, if by gaining,ecxternal deliver- 
ance we loſe that , whatdo we do other then make a 
fooliſh _— of heaven for earth?of gold tor lead? 
of the glory of the Creator {bleſfed for ever) for the 
poor, unfatisfying fweerneſs of dying creatures 2 

Thus much of the duty in general: More particu- 
larly I would offer two things to you,; by which you 
may give glory to:God. 

1. Firſt, Ler every wan(accorting totheparticular 
relacion in which he ſtandeth)ask himſelf, What great 
thing ſhall I do for God, the exprefions of - whoſe 
goodneſs have been ſo great to me 2 | 

2. Secondly, Ler us all (upon a ſcrious review of 
"the matcer and manner of our Deliverance) thus re- 
ſolve in our ſpirits, that we will make God obx truſt 
in all our furure ſtraits. 

And firſt (in my diſcourſe of the firſt of theſe) I 
would dire& my humble requeſt unto you; Right Wor- 
bipfull, whichis, that you would ſtrivero do ſome 
preac thing for God, by our-doing all your Predeceſ- 
ſors, even thoſe that have done moſt worthily. Con- 

t not your ſelf to tread intheir ſteps, but endeavor 
xcelichem. If they have ſtudied to adyance the 
un of Feſws Chriſt in the City, do you much 
whey have been a terrourto evil:doers, and 
jat do well ; do you be ſo much 
ave.laboured ro promote the In- 
| - and +£90dmey ; = 
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' ie be your crown” and- yolir glory-to endeavour it 
much more, that the Ages to come may have cogni- 
| zance of this our year of Jubile, from the records of 
| your aQions; that.when (upon the reading of them) it 
| ſhall be asked, how it came to paſs that ſo many gloti- 
| qus things were effeed in the year of ſuch a mans go- 
vernm:nt?Ir may be anſwered,thatthey were done in 
reſtimony of thankfulneſs for a. memorable Deliver. 
ance that was givenito the whole Nation at Worceſter, 
| Next, I would ſay to all, ſtrive todo ſome great 
thing for God. Ler the conſideration of his loving 
kindneſs, be a prevailing motive with youto live tg 
him inthe paths of Holineſs and Righteouſneſs,all che 
days of your lives. Walk as a People ſaved by God: 
let yourlove to the Goſpel be more then ever, & that 
both as itis the price of much precious blood,and alſo 
the gift of Divine love. Lec your joy once be purer 
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then ever; ler-your eſtimation of the concernments of 
eternity be higher then ever,that all men may run and' 
read the Salvation of God , in your Heavenly Con: 
verſations. 

2.. Sccondly, Reſolve to truſt God in all fu. 
ture ftraits. 

If at any time: the Heavens ſhall grow dark 
over your heads , and miſchief and defolation hal 
ſeem to be nigh unto you; if then your heans 
begin co fink, call ro minde the memorable Sal 
vation he wrought at Worceſter ;: and reſt confid 
char he, who (by his mighty power and p 
ſcattered greatclouds there, is ſtill the ſag 
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. Let every man when he comes home, write this 
- WE Motto upon his Door poſts, Saved by God; upon his 
{ WW Wife and Children, Saved by God; upon his Eſtate, 
| WY Savedby God; upon his Liberty. ( both in relation to 
his Priviledges Civil and Religious ) Preſerved by 
God, And then fromall , let him thus ſeriouſly re. 
| WE ſolve ift his own breſt. 
; Is it indeed ſo, that I have not been conſtrained to 

leave my houſe as an habiration unto Strangers 2 hath 
WY the grace and wiſdom of Heaven fo ordered it, that 
; WH minc eycs have not ſeen my Wife and Little ones gi- 
) WF ven up as a Prey to the teeth of the Cruell ? hath the 
© WY favour of my God been extended even tothe keeping 

off the hand of the violent, from ſpoyling me of my 
| WH Eſtate, ſo that I am not brought coa morſel of bread ; 
) WH bur do fir under my own vine, and ear the fruits of my 
t WH own fig-tree Am Tat once ſaved both from the 
[8 Captivity of my outward man, and the bondage of 
I'll my inward : ſo that ( being not ſubjected tothe wills 
of; prophane men ) I may be as ſpiritual as I can, as 
heavenly as I can?1I wil therefore offer up asa ſacrifice 
untorhee O God my Redeemer, my Wife, Children, 
Eſtate, Liberties, my All : and will make it the bu- 
fineſs of my life, how I may bring glory to thee 
through all. The Records of thy matchleſs loving- 
indneſs ſhall always remain ſo legible upon the Ta- 
le of my heart z char, whilſt I live, nothing ſhall be 
7me eſteemed too dear to part with, or too difficulr 
one or ſuffered for thy Names ſake, ro whoſe 
cyery enjoyment which may be called 
ACIOUS. 
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